
 

 

 
 

2010 HARLEM BOOK FAIR PROGRAM & SCHEDULE 
 

 Tribute to Book-TV 
Presented by Max Rodriguez, Founder ς Harlem Book Fair; Troy Johnson, Founder, 
AALBC.com 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium  
11:00a  - 11:15a  

 
 Tribute to Howard Dodson,  

Chief of Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture  
Presented by Max Rodriguez, Founder ς Harlem Book Fair; Kassahun Checole, 
Publisher, Africa World Press 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium  
11:15a - 11:30a  

  
 SCHOMBURG C-SPAN PANEL DISCUSSIONS 

 
God Is Not A Christian: Can We All Get Along in A World of Holy Wars  
and Religious Chauvinism? 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV) 
11:40a - 12:55p 
 
Who is the one true God? Who are the chosen people? Questions like these have 
driven a thousand human struggles through war, terrorism and oppression. Humanity 
has responded by branching off into multiple religions--each one pitted against the 
other. But it doesn't have to be that way, according to Bishop Carlton Pearson and 
many others. This New Thought spiritual leader will discuss these and many other 
burning questions with author and theologian, Obery Hendricks and others.  
 
MODERATOR: Malaika Adero, Up South: Stories, Studies, and Letters of This Century's 
African American Migrations, The New Press 
PANELISTS: Obrey Hendricks, The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True 
Revolutionary Nature of Jesus' Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted 
(Doubleday); Bishop Carlton Pearson, God is Not a Christian, Nor a Jew, Muslim, 
Hindu...God Dwells with Us, in Us, Around Us, as Us (Atria), Sarah Sayeed, and Marta 
Moreno Vega, The Altar of My Soul: The Living Traditions of Santeria 
 
Book signing immediately following discussion in Schomburg lobby.   

 

  
Is Racial Justice Passe? Barack Obama, American Society, and Human Rights  
in the 21st Century 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV) 



 

 

1:05p - 2:20p 
Barack Obama's election as the 44th President of the United States upends 
conventional notions of citizenship, racial justice, and equality that contoured the 
modern civil rights movement. This panel seeks to critically explore the way in which 
this watershed event has reverberated to transform the way in which civil rights era 
definitions of citizenship, equality, and democracy are undergoing rapid change both 
within, and outside of, American borders. 
 
MODERATOR: Rev. Herbert Daughtry, In My Lifetime: Towards the Presidency of 
Barack Obama (Africa World Press) 
PANELISTS: Yohuru Williams, Black Politics/White Power: Civil Rights, Black Power, 
and the Black Panthers in New Haven (John Wiley & Sons); William Jelani Cobb, The 
Substance of Hope: Barack Obama and the Paradox of Progress (Bloomsbury); Peniel 
Joseph, Dark Days, Bright Nights: From Black Power to Barack Obama (Basic Civitas); 
Gloria J. Browne-Marshall, The U.S. Constitution: An African-American Context; Paul 
Butler, Let's Get Free: A Hip Hop Theory of Justice (The New Press); Steve Clark 
(Editor), Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the Road to Workers Power (Pathfinder)  
  
Book signing immediately following discussion in Schomburg lobby.   
 

  
American Stories: Creating Life Against Resistance 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV) 
2:30p - 3:45p 
 
These are American stories; the stories of creating one's vision in spite of odds or 
expectations. These are stories of how outwardly imposed perception can propel one 
to success as much as doom one to a life of bitter frustration.  Our authors tell their 
stories and find the common ground of success that is available to everyone. 
 
MODERATOR: Cheryl Wills, Die Free (Bascom Hill Press) 
PANELISTS: Wes Moore, The Other Wes Moore (Random); Max Siegel, Know What 
Makes Them Tick: How to Successfully Negotiate Almost Any Situation 
(HarperCollins); Karen Chilton, Hazel Scott: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist, 
from Cafe Society to Hollywood to HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee) 
(Univ. of Michigan Press), Thomas Chatterton Williams, Losing My Cool (The Penguin 
Press); Leonard T. Miller, racing while black: How An African American Stock Car 
Team Made Its Mark On NASCAR (Seven Stories Press) 
 
Book signing immediately following discussion in Schomburg lobby.   

 

  
White and WhateverΥ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ϧ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘ .ƻƻƪ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV) 
3:55p - 5:10p 

   



 

 

The United States is an extremely diverse nation. But books for children and young 
adults hardly reflect that diversity. Only a small percentage of the books published 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
make it to the market place. Why, in 2010, when the nation has elected its first 
African American president, is the book publishing industry still not meeting the need 
and deƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
multicultural experiences?  This panel will explore the complex issues and suggest 
solutions to a problem that is garnering a lot of attention. 
 
MODERATOR: Wade Hudson, Publisher, Just Us Books 
PANELISTS: Jerry Craft, Mamma's Boyz; Zetta Elliott, A Wish Before Midnight; Cheryl 
Willis Hudson, My Friend Maya Loves to Dance; Vanesse Lloyd Sgambati, Publicist; 
Director, African American Children's Book Project; Nick Burd, The Vast Fields of 
Ordinary (Dial) 
 
Book signing immediately following discussion in Schomburg lobby.   
 

  
Can We Tell the Truth About the Black Past? 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV) 
5:15p - 6:30p 
 
Knowledge of the black experience has ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǘŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ 
of black inferiority on the one hand and celebrate black achievement on the other.  
Both approaches have led to biased interpretations of the black past that at times 
distort the truth as much as the myths and half truths they seek to counter. Using the 
{ŎƘƻƳōǳǊƎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƳōǳǊƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ-in-Residence 
program produce works that reveal the human character of the black experience τ 
its achievements and failures, its triumphs and defeats, its humanity as lived and 
experienced by black people. Is telling the truth of the black experience more  
difficult than for any others? 
MODERATOR:  Howard Dodson, Director, Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture 
PANELISTS:  Monica L. Miller, Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of 
Black Diasporic Identity (Duke University Press); Frank A. Guridy, Forging Diaspora:  
Afro-Cubans and African-Americans in a World of Empire and Jim Crow, (University of 
North Carolina Press); Stephen Gillroy Hall, A Faithful Account of the Race:  African 
American Historical Writing in Nineteenth Century America (University of North 
Carolina Press) 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

From Digital Divide to Digital Inequality: Bridging the Market-driven Literacy Gap 
Schomburg/Hughes Auditorium (Televised Live on C-{ǇŀƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ-TV)  
6:45p - 8:00p 
 
The advent of digital technology has redefined the very scope of literacy.  While 
African American literacy rates are statistically on par with national averages, the 
advent of the market-driven digital age threatens timely access to information to the 
most economically disparaged...less a 'digital divide' than a 'information access' 
divide. Inequality of bandwidth; autonomy of use; skills level; quality of support; and 
purpose (whether the Internet is used for increase of economic productivity and 
improvement of social capital or for consumption and entertainment) are the current 
pressing concerns. These authors believe that visual representation is the one critical 
element that will balance the impact of these emerging issues and drive a new 
generation of readers successfully into this brave, new world. 
 
MODERATOR: John Jennings, Black Comix: African American Independent Comics, Art 
and Culture (Mark Batty Publisher/Random) 
PANELISTS: Damian Duffy, Out of Sequence: Underrepresented Voices in American 
Comics (Krannert Art Museum), Dawud Anyabwile, Brotherman; Alex Simmons, 
Blackjack; Gregory Walker, ZM1, L. A. Banks, Vampire Huntress 
 
Book signing immediately following discussion in Schomburg lobby.   

 

  
 Schomburg American Negro Theater (ANT) 
1:00p ς 2:00p 
LǘΩǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪΗ όwŜŀŘŜǊǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊύ 
 
Grammy winner, Tony award nominee, multi-talented award winning actress, 
composer and lyricist MICKI GRANTΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ LǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Book!, a play written 
especially to nurture the imagination. This delightful play enlightens and promotes 
reading enjoyment for children and adults. 
 
Miss Bookworm, the friendly librarian, comes to the aid of the Book Family when Mr. 
Illiteracy threatens to make them homeless. The Books gain strength as they state 
their cases on why they should be read and a transformation occurs. When the public 
responds to Miss Bookworm's urgent appeal to save the library, Mr. Illiteracy is 
forced to reveal a deep dark secret.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 



 

 

  
 
 

SCHOMBURG/AMERICAN NEGRO THEATER (ANT) 
Tribute to Howard Dodson, Chief - Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 
4:30p ς 6:00p  
Presented by African Voices 
African Voices and the Harlem Book Fair will host a musical and poetic tribute to 
Howard Dodson, the retiring director of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture. The celebration will honor his leadership and service as the head of the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊgest collection of rare books, art and 
resource materials from the African Diaspora. Featured artists include saxophonist 
Bill Saxton and his band; poets Wanjiku Reynolds, Layding Kaliba, and Tony 
Mitchelson.  Presentations will be offered by Haki R. Madhubuti, the founder of Third 
²ƻǊƭŘ tǊŜǎǎΤ 5ǊΦ .ǊŜƴŘŀ DǊŜŜƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŜŘƎŀǊ 9ǾŜǊǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Black Literature; Moikgantsi Kgama and Greg Gates, the founders of Imagenation; 
and other community leaders and artists. The tribute is FREE and open to the public 
and will be held in the Schomburg Center (135th St. & Lenox Ave.) at the American 
Negro Theater. 
 

  
 READINGS IN THE COURTYARD Schomburg/Courtyard 
  Hosted by Bob McNeil 

 
Peniel Joseph  Dark Days, Bright Nights: From    12:00p 

Black Power to  Barack Obama  
Bernice McFadden Glorious     12:20p 
Wes Moore  The Other Wes Moore    12:40p 
J. M. Benjamin  On The Run with Love       1:00p 
Kwan   Natural Born Killaz         1:20p 
Zelda Lockhart  Fifth Born II: The Hundredth Turtle      1:40p 
Tova Baker  Lady B. Moore        2:00p 
Carol Taylor  The Ex Chronicles: A Novel       2:20p 
Marlen Suyapa Bodden  The Wedding Gift        2:40p 
Terry McMillan  Getting to Happy        3:00p 
Julia Butler  Being Single Is Not A Disease      3:20p 
April Walker  More Than One Way to Skin A Dog       3:40p 
Gregory Walker  Shades of Memnon         4:00p 
 Armond White  Keep Moving: The Michael Jackson      4:20p 

Chronicles 
Stefhen F.D. Bryan Black Passenger Yellow Cabs    4:30p  
Sonia Sanchez  Morning Haiku        5:15p 
 
        Book signing immediately following discussion in Hue-Man Central 
                                   Outdoor Bookstore Café on West 135

th
 Street. 

 
 


